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James J. Whalen Center for Music 
Ithaca College 
ANI KAVAFIAN 
Celebrated violinist Ani Kavafian is in great demand as a soloist, chamber musician, and teacher. She 
has performed with virtually all the leading orchestras in the United States, among them the New York 
Philharmonic, the Philadelphia Orchestra, and the Cleveland Orchestra. Her numerous recital engage-
ments have taken her to such prestigious venues as New York's Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall, 
Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis, and the Krannert Center in Urbana. She is the senior artist member of 
the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and tours with other artist members throughout the 
United States and Canada, in addition to performing in the society's regular series at Alice Tully Hall. 
She is also a member of the da Salo String Trio, along with violist Barbara Westphal and cellist Gustav 
Rivinius . 
Born in Istanbul to Armenian parents, Ani Kavafian began piano lessons when she was three . At nine, 
shortly after her family moved to the United States, she took up the violin and studied with Ara 
Zerounian. At the Juilliard School she studied the violin with Ivan Galamian, ultimately earning a mas-
ter's degree with top honors . She was awarded an Avery Fisher Prize and won the Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions. Kavafian is on the faculty of McGill University . She has performed at the White 
House three times and has been featured on many television specials. She plays a 1736 Muir McKenzie 
Stradivarius violin . Her recordings can be heard on the Nonesuch, RCA, Columbia, and Musical 
Heritage Society labels. 
In addition to performing tonight, Ani Kavafian gave a master class for Ithaca College students. 
$AHAN ARZRUNI 
A highly regarded recitalist and chamber music partner, pianist 5ahan Arzruni is also a recognized 
composer, lecturer, ethnomusicologist, writer, and recording artist. He has toured throughout North 
and South America, Europe, the Middle East, and Australia, and is familiar to many from his numerous 
television appearances. He has given command performances at the White House and has performed 
for the British, Danish, Swedish, and Icelandic heads of state . 
Arzruni's interest in his Armenian heritage has led him to research the music of Armenia . He has recorded 
a three-record anthology of Armenian piano music and coproduced an eight -disk set of instrumental 
and vocal Armenian heritage music. A Steinway artist, he was invited to perform on an 1869 Steinway 
piano at the inaugural of the centennial celebrations of the Metropolitan Museum of Art's collection of 
historic instruments . 
Arzruni holds degrees from the Juilliard School and has pursued doctoral studies at New York 
University. He records for Composers Recordings, Musical Heritage Society, Hearts of Space, Philips, 
Good Music, Varese/Sarabande, and Positively Armenian . 
ANI Kl\VAFIAN VIOLIN 
$ARAN ARZRUNI PIANO 
Sonata in C Minor, op. 30, no. 2 (1802) 
Allegro con brio 
Adagio 
Scherzo: Allegro 
Finale: Allegro 
Sonata for Violin and Piano (1917) 
Allegro vivo 
lntermede: Fantasque et leger 
Finale: Tres anime 
INTERMISSION 
Chant Poem for Violin and Piano (1929) 
Nocturne for Violin and Piano (1948) 
Sonata for Violin and Piano (1959) 
Grave-Allegro energico 
Andante sostenuto-Presto 
Allegro risoluto 
Arri Kavafian is represented by Herbert Barrett Management. 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
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Claude Debussy 
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Aram Khachaturian 
(1903-78) 
Arno Babadjanyan 
(1921-83) 
THE LOUIS K. THALER CONCERT VIOLINIST SERIES 
has been established at Ithaca College by the Thaler/Howell Foundation in memory of 
Louis Thaler and to honor his lifelong love of the violin. The impetus for this gift was 
provided by Manl ey H. Thaler and his immediate family. 
Louis Thaler (190 3- 79) practiced law in Ithaca for more than 50 years. He founded 
the law firm Thaler & Thaler and was its senior partner. From 1940 to 1941 he was 
the city of Ithaca attorney and was president of the Tompkins County Bar Association 
from 1944 to 1945. He also served as a special county judge and surrogate judge. 
Actively involved in civic affairs throughout his career, Thaler was a member of the 
Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce Board of Governors, the American Bar 
_ Association, the New York State Bar Association, the Ithaca Rotary Club, and the Elks 
Club. He was also an amateur violinist. 
· In 1927 Louis Thaler married Rachel Shulman, a native Ithacan who was awarded a 
scholarship to study piano at the Ithaca Conservatory of Music. Both were devoted 
supporters of the Friends of Ithaca College. 
The legacy of the Thalers' love of music lives on today through the Rachel S. Thaler 
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Concert Pianist Series, established in 1991, and the Louis K. Thaler Concert Violinist 
• 
SeJi~s, created in 2002 and inaugurated with tonight's concert. The Thaler/Howell 
Foundation, through the efforts of Manley H. Thaler, endowed both series to 
recognize and honor Rachel and Louis Thaler and to ensure that outstanding 
violinists and pianists would always perform for the Ithaca College community 
and the surrounding area. 
